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For instance, if your topic has noise associated with it, you may find 
onomatopoeia a useful hook. If your readers are going to learn by 
reading the text, you may want to start with a question that reflects what 
they will learn. If place is important to what you are describing, setting 
may be the appropriate hook. Fiction first lines or hooks are almost 
always tied closely to the main elements of character, setting, theme, or 
plot. Note also that some of these hook techniques may be combined.  

You and your students can use the examples provided here to help you 
find other instances of the same techniques in your own readings. You 
should then add these books to the class or personal reference lists. The 
list of hook-techniques given here is by no means exhaustive, but it 
contains most of the common techniques professional writers use.

I recommend that you do not give your students the whole list in printed 
form, or even display it in your room in poster form. If you do, you will 
find that it is too long and that your students will not use it. Instead, 
provide them with a starter list of just a few techniques. Then have them 
add to it other hooks that they find in their independent reading.  

There is no rule that dictates which of these techniques a writer should 
use in a given piece. The hook the writer chooses depends on his topic or 
his story and the technique he feels is the most effective. 

1.  Question
In a question hook, an author talks directly to her readers, asking a 
question designed to tweak their interest in the subject.

TRADE BOOK MODELS

Do You Want To Be My Friend?, Eric Carle

Is Your Mama a Llama?, Deborah Guarino

Mojave, Diane Siebert

Shoes from Grandpa, Mem Fox 

The Seashore Book, Charlotte Zolotow

Weather, Robyn Supraner

Where Are You Going? To See My Friend!, Eric Carle and 
Kazuo Iwamura

EDUCATIONAL BOOK MODELS

A Bird’s-Eye View, Marcia S. Freeman (Rand McNally, 
People, Spaces, and Places), Big Book
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EDUCATIONAL BOOK MODELS (cont.)

Animals and Their Babies, Melvin Berger (Newbridge, 
Early Science), Big Book

At the Farm, David M. Schwartz (CTP, Look Once, Look 
Again Science Series)

At the Pond, Marcia S. Freeman (Rourke, Readers for 
Writers)

A World of Change, Natalie Lunis and Nancy White 
(Newbridge, Early Science), Big Book

Flavors From Plants, Jennifer Blizin Gillis (Rourke, 
Readers for Writers)

It’s Best to Leave a Snake Alone, Allan Fowler (Children’s 
Press), Big Book

Leaping Frogs, Melvin Berger (Newbridge, Early 
Science), Big Book

Limousines, Tracy Nelson Maurer (Rourke)

Made of Metal, Patty Whitehouse (Rourke, Readers for 
Writers)

Sorting It All Out, Luana K. Mitten and Mary Wagner 
(Rourke, Readers for Writers)

Summer, Katy Pike (Newbridge, Go Facts) 

The World of Ants, Melvin Berger (Newbridge, Early 
Science), Big Book

Tundra, Lynn M. Stone (Rourke, Biomes of North 
America) 

Turtles Take Their Time, Allan Fowler (Children’s Press), 
Big Book

What Plant is This?, Marcia S. Freeman (Rourke, 
Readers for Writers), Big Book
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